
ESAVANA: Pursuing Pragmatic Learning 

ESAVANA is a U.Va.-led consortium of universities in 
Botswana, Mozambique, and South Africa that provides 
educational opportunities for students and faculty from 
the College of Arts & Sciences as well as the schools of 
Commerce, Education, Engineering and Applied Science, 
Architecture, Nursing, Medicine, and Public Health.  

Growing relationships between universities in Rwanda, 
Uganda, Kenya… 



ESAVANA:  

Unique among the University's portfolio of global 
programs.  
Focused on learning and service in specific areas of 
Africa  
Belief that on-the-ground experience must 
translate into tangible, lasting results for all 
participants.  
Unparalleled blend of pragmatism and forward-
looking approaches to interdisciplinary learning and 
service for students and faculty 



From the perspective of a student… 

“I went to Africa to change the world, and 
Africa changed me…” 



From the perspective of a Professor… 

“If you see that a student is willing to go to 
Africa, to get outside of their comfort zone, 
then you know that they are willing to accept 
a challenge” 

Prof. Matt Therrell 



ESAVANA:  

Adheres to the tenets of the ‘3 R’s’: respect, 
reciprocity and relationship.   

Collaborative projects designed to have an impact 
both in the short and long term by building of 
solid relationships among equal partners.  

Collaboratively taught to thoughtfully examine 
real-world problems or research topics, identify 
clear goals, develop practical solutions, and learn 
through hands-on experience.  



But the process does not end there… 

The next step—the sharing of information and 
expertise among all participants—is part of what 
distinguishes  
ESAVANA from other service-learning programs.  

This mutual transfer of knowledge helps to 
ensure sustainable benefits for the peoples and 
communities being served.  

And those who have collaborated on these 
projects find that in forging solutions, they are 
themselves changed. 
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